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Publication of ‘Marine fishes of Palawan’

Publication Programme

Benjamin J. Gonzales
Western Philippines University, Philippines

As one of the hotspot islands for biodiversity, Palawan
features a wide range of flora and fauna listed as endangered
and threatened species or populations by IUCN. Despite
fishing and fisheries being the main industry of the province,
little information exists pertaining to the extent of fish fauna
species. Moreover, few efforts have been made to record
and document fish species in their relatively pristine marine
habitats. Accordingly, the aim of this project is to publish
an illustrated book that would record marine fish species
and serve as a guide to researchers, students and anyone
interested in fishes.

Fish specimens were collected from a total of 15 stations
across the province of Palawan. Main collection came from
fishermen and vendors in fish landing areas and markets
in municipalities and bays to the north, south, east, and
west of mainland Palawan between August 1998 and June
2001. Additional fish collections from wet markets in Puerto
Princesa City and photographing of specimens were done
in November 2005. The author had the opportunity to
reinforce information on fish habitats during SCUBA dive
trips in St Paul Bay of Western Palawan in August 2005,
Honda Bay of Eastern Palawan in April 2006, Coral Bay of
Southern Palawan in March 2007, and Taytay Bay in Northern
Palawan in June 2007. Some underwater photographs of
fishes and habitats were taken during these dives. Collected
specimens were measured, weighed, photo-documented
and identified in fresh state in the field or in the laboratory.

The author conducting ecological and biological observations

Our total specimen collection in fish catalogue of the
Western Philippines University is composed of 613 species,
belonging to 269 genera and 99 families. Results revealed
that we have added 360 species into the Palawan fishes as
recorded by Schroeder (1980).

Total records of specimen collection have estimated
that around 50% of fishes recorded by Schroeder (1980)
appeared in our collection despite that Schroeder (1980) had
collected only from the eastern side of mainland Palawan.
This indicates that much still has to be done in terms of
documenting the marine fish species of Palawan. Another
probable reason may be that fish collection methods
before were easier and more varied. In the 1980s, rules and
regulations on gears and methods used to gather fishes
were still lax and few, and Palawan then was considered an
isolated island where law enforcement could be weak.

With reference to the total number of fish families in the
world, the Philippines has decreased in ratio from 60% in
1986 (Smith and Heemstra, 1986) to 54% in 2004 (Fishbase
2004). Judging from the fish samples collected in this study,
the Palawan fish families constitute 44.4% of the fish families
of the Philippines and 24% of the world. In this book,
photographs of the above fishes will be provided with their
respective scientific names, Tagalog names, and local names,
notes on their ecology and biology, and other relevant
scientific information.

Siganus vulpinus, Taytay Bay, northern Palawan
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Survey team preparing to dive, Apulit Island, northern Palawan
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Coral patch where damsel fishes thrives, Coral Bay, southern Palawan
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Publication of ‘A field identification guide for bird banding studies
in Sumatra’

Publication Programme

Wilson Novarino
Biology Department, Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Science, Andalas University, Indonesia

The manuscript, ‘A Field Identification Guide for Bird Banding
Studies in Sumatra;, has been prepared based on the results
of fieldwork conducted in West Sumatra between 1997
and 2004. This book presents field findings from the last
phase of my study supported by the NEF. Some additional
information was collected and several editing processes

Panduan Identifikasi

have been completed for the review of its contents. The
book includes current literature available regarding birds in
Indonesia. International standards, such as “Recommended
English Bird Name” from the International Ornithologist
Union (2007), have been implemented in the book.
Additionally, we have added some subspecies names for
species specific/endemic to Sumatra. The Pusat Informasi
Lingkungan Indonesia/PILI (www.pili.orid), an international
NGO based in Indonesia, was the major contributor to the
publishing of the book. PILI has experience in publishing
and distributing books focused on environmental issues.
Currently the manuscript is undergoing its final review and is
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in the layout process. We intend to complete the publication
in late November and will launch in December 2007.

Black and Yellow Broadbill Eurylaimus ochromalus Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker Dicaeum cruentatum
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Publication of ‘Biodiversity conservation in Central Asia’

Publication Programme

Eldar Rustamov
Institute of Zoology of Academy of Science, Turkmenistan

The publishing of the book ‘Biodiversity conservation in
Central Asia; sponsored by the NEF, was completed in 2007.
The original data were based on the results of the NEF-
supported research project conducted from 2004 to 2005
for inventorying biodiversity in the southwestern part of
Central Asia. Covering a wide range of topics, this book
includes sections that consider general principles of nature
and biodiversity conservation with respect to specific
regional peculiarities. The book presents descriptions of
modern biodiversity structure and status, explanations
of the principles of flora and fauna conservation and
of their sustainable use, and also outlines the national
history and modern achievements concerning the
protection of nature in Turkmenistan. It is stressed that
the conservation of biodiversity requires the joint efforts
of scientists, stakeholders, local communities and other
collaborators. Significant portions of the book are dedicated
to commercial fishery, the importance of mammals and
birds as hunting species, and the relationship between
amphibian and reptilian fauna and humans, particularly the
value of poisonous snakes. The book also discusses the role
of strictly-protected areas for biodiversity conservation and
the importance of protecting unique and rare ecosystems.
Descriptions of the strictly-protected areas include their
status, history, natural conditions, inventory of flora and

fauna, and specific works pertaining to the conservation of
rare and endangered species. A number of photographs
taken in the field is also included to help readers learn about
conservation more effectively.

BIODIVERSITY
CONSERVATION
IN CENTRAL ASIA:

On the example of Turkmenistan
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